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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.3 of the Code, is to suppress 
the little-used senior homonym CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849 in order to conserve the family- 
group name CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986. CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 is a well-established 
name for the most speciose group of Amblypygi, while CHARINIDAE (originally CHARININI) 
Gray, 1849 has been little used since its original proposal; to resurrect this name would 
be disruptive to both arachnid and snake taxonomy. The suppression of CHARINIDAE Gray 
1849 will help to conserve its widely used junior synonym UNGALIOPHEINAE McDowell, 
1987. The name CHARINIDAE Cope, 1886 is declared nomen oblitum under Article 23.9.2 
of the Code. The family-group name CHARINUSIDAE Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink, 2014 
(Arachnida) proposed to replace the family-group name CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 is 
unavailable and unnecessary. 
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1. Gray (1849, p. 84) used CHARININA as a new taxon name of unspecified rank based 
on the snake genus name Charina Gray, 1849. Charina bottae (Blainville, 1835) is the 
type species of Charina Gray by monotypy. Because CHARININA is clearly a taxon above 
the generic level, it has the status of a family. 

2. CHARININA Gray, 1849 was listed among the synonyms of the subfamily BoINAE Gray, 
1825 by Boulenger (1893, p. 93). 

3. Cope (1886, p. 294) introduced CHARINIDAE, based again on Charina Gray, 1849, 
stating that he was creating a new family, but did not mention the name CHARININA Gray, 
1849. CHARINIDAE Cope, 1886 is a junior objective synonym of CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849, 
besides being a homonym of the same. 

4. The names CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849 and CHARINIDAE, Cope 1886 have been seldom used 
since their original proposals (Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink, 2014; Solis et al., 2014). As 
CHARINIDAE Cope, 1886, the family name was used in two listings of family names of 
snakes: in Noguchi (1909, p. 3, under ‘System Cope’) and in Gilmore (1938, p. 7). 

5. Quintero (1986) introduced the name CHARINIDAE (type genus Charinus Simon, 
1892) for a family in the order Amblypygi (Arachnida). 
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6. McDowell (1987, p. 25) established the name UNGALIOPHEINAE as a subfamily of 
TROPIDOPHEIDAE Brongersma, 1951 to include two genera, Ungaliophis Miller, 1880 and 
Exiliboa Bogert, 1968. These two genera were considered to belong to UNGALIOPHEIDAE 
McDowell, 1987 by Zaher (1994, pp. 471-478), Savage (2002, pp. 569-570) and Noonan 
& Chippindale (2006, pp. 347-358). Previous to 2014, different authors (for example, 
Pyron, et al., 2013, p. 47) have considered UNGALIOPHEINAE as a Subfamily of BOIDAE Gray, 
1825. The name is widely used (e.g. McDowell, 1987; Smith & Preston, 1987; Villa & 
Wilson, 1990; Zaher,1994; Savage, 2002; Noonan & Chippindale, 2006; Pyron, Reynolds 
& Burbrink, 2013, 2014; Hoser, 2013; Wallach et al., 2014; Reynolds et al., 2014; The 
Reptile Database, 1995-2016, etc.). Smith & Preston (1987) explained the correct spell- 
ing of the name UNGALIOPHEINAE. Ogutura, Terrarezzi & Batistic, 2009 used CHARININAE 
only in passing but did not include it in Table 1, p. 129 (Higher classification of snakes 
used herein), but instead used the following subfamilies of BOIDAE: ERYCINAE, BOINAE and 
UNGLIOPHIINAE [sic]. Pyron, Reynolds & Wiens, 2013 did not include CHARININAE in their 
BOIDAE Classification. 

7. CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986, type genus Charinus Simon, 1892, is the most diverse 
and largest family in the order Amblypygi (Arachnida), and this family-group name has 
been used in at least 25 works, published by at least 10 authors over a span of not less 
than 10 years (Article 3.9.1.2) (e.g. Kovarik, & Vlasta, 1996; Weygoldt, 2000, 2002, 
2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010; Baptista & Giupponi, 2002; 2003; Giupponi & Kury, 
2002; El-Hennawy, 2002; Giupponi & Baptista, 2003; Harvey, 2003; Armas, 2005, 
2006, 2010, 2013; Armas et al., 2009, 2012; Teruel, et al., 2009; Rahmadi, & Kojima, 
2010; Rahmadi et al., 2010; Villareal, 2010; Miranda & Giupponi, 2011; Prendini, 2011; 
Giupponi & Miranda, 2012; Jocqué & Giupponi, 2012; Seiter, & Hörweg, 2013; Seiter 
& Wolff, 2014; Vasconcelos et al., 2014). 

8. Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink (2014, p. 249) revived CHARININA aS CHARINIDAE Gray, 
1849 to include the following two subfamilies, UNGALIOPHEINAE (including the genera 
Ungaliophis Muller, 1880 and Exiliboa, Bogert 1968) and CHARININAE Gray, 1849 (includ- 
ing the genera Charina Gray, 1849 and Lichanura Cope, 1861). In the same work (2014, 
p. 250), CHARINUSIDAE (incorrectly spelled as CHARINUSIIDAE ) was conditionally proposed 
as a replacement name for CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 to avoid the recognized homonymy 
with CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849. This proposal disregards usage of a widely accepted name 
CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986. However, CHARINUSIDAE Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink, 2014 
is not an available name, for three reasons: (1) it was proposed conditionally, so it fails 
Article 15.1 of the Code; (2) it was not explicitly proposed as new, so it fails Article 
16.1 of the Code; (3) the only way Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink, 2014) could propose 
CHARINUSIIDAE as a new replacement name themselves is if they prove CHARINIDAE Gray, 
1849 is a nomen oblitum (Article 55.3.1.1 of the Code), which they did not do. 

9. The name CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 is a junior homonym of CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849. 
We argue that the two cited usages of CHARINIDAE Cope, 1886 are mere listings (Article 
23.9.6) and hereby declare it a nomen oblitum under Article 23.9.2 of the Code. The list 
of usages of the name CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 held by the Commission secretariat 
meets the conditions of Article 23.9.1.2 of the Code. However, the name CHARINIDAE Gray 
has been used as valid by Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink (2014) after 1899, and therefore 
Article 23.9.2 cannot be applied. 

10. The placement of the long accepted and much used name UNGALIOPHEINAE 
McDowell 1987 in the synonymy of CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849 is an unnecessary disruption 
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of nomenclature in the boioid snakes. We propose that CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849 should not 
take precedence over UNGALIOPHEINAE McDowell, 1987 whenever the two are considered 
synonyms, based on the extensive usage of the latter name and the almost forgotten 
status of the former. The clade CHARININAE, as used by Pyron, Reynolds & Burbrink 
(2014) would be left without a valid family-group name once the Commission accepts the 
present proposal. We propose CHARINAINAE as a replacement name for this clade. 
11. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 
(1) to use its plenary power to suppress the name CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849 for the pur- 
poses of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy; 
(2) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the following 
names: 
(a) CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986 (type genus Charinus Simon, 1892); 
(b) UNGALIOPHEINAE McDowell, 1987 (type genus Ungaliophis Müller, 1880); 
(3) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following names: 
(a) Charinus Simon, 1892, the type genus of the family CHARINIDAE Quintero, 1986; 
(b) Ungaliophis Miller, 1880, the type genus of the family UNGALIOPHEINAE 
McDowell, 1987; 
(4) to place on the Official Index of the Invalid and Rejected Names in Zoology the 
following names: 
(a) CHARINIDAE Gray, 1849, as suppressed in (1) above; 
(b) CHARINIDAE Cope, 1886, as a nomen oblitum. 
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